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Amnesty International recommends to the Ministry of Justice

To ensure that all those sentenced to death have the right to a full and fair appeal to a
higher tribunal, by ending the practice of trying death penalty cases in the Supreme Court as
the court of first instance, and ensuring that the death penalty is not carried out until all
rights to appeal have been exhausted.

To establish a truly independent and impartial Clemency Commission and ensure that its
criteria and operations are transparent and that prisoners and their lawyers have:
access to information placed before the Commission;
an effective opportunity to challenge this information and to make their own
representations;
reasonable time and facilities to challenge any negative decision.

To ensure that the right to a public hearing in accordance with Article 14 (1) of the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights is respected and that the public’s
attendance at trials is restricted only in certain narrowly defined circumstances.

Pending steps towards total abolition of the death penalty, Belarus must ensure that in
death penalty cases, the internationally recognized standards for fair trials are rigorously
respected, including:

- the right to be tried before an independent, impartial and competent tribunal;

- the right to competent defence counsel at every stage of the proceedings;

- the right to adequate time and facilities to prepare one’s defence;

- the right to be presumed innocent until guilt has been proved beyond a reasonable

doubt;

- the right to appeal to a higher court;

- the right to seek pardon and commutation of sentence.

Until these rights have been observed no executions should take place.

To bring domestic legislation into line with the country’s obligations under international
human rights treaties, in particular the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
and the UN Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment.

To implement the recommendations made by the UN Human Rights Committee and the
UN Committee against Torture.

To ratify the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights.

To comply with the UN Human Rights Committee’s 2003 rulings on the cases of
Bondarenko v. Belarus and Lyashkevich v. Belarus.
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Prisoners on death row in Belarus are told they will be executed only
moments bhefore the sentence is carried out. They are shot in the back
of the head. Their families are informed after the event, and the place
of burial is kept secret, which causes further distress.

There are no official statistics for the number of executions carried out.
Amnesty International estimates that as many as 400 people may have
been executed since Belarus gained independence from the Soviet
Union in 1991. Belarus continues to carry out executions in the face of
international criticism and in the context of a justice system that is
seriously flawed. This report shows that those condemned to death may
have heen sentenced on the basis of forced confessions, after unfair
trials, and often without the possibility of an adequate appeal.

Belarus is the last country in Europe and in the former Soviet Union that
is still carrying out executions. Amnesty International is calling on the
Belarusian authorities to impose an immediate moratorium on
executions as a first step towards complete abolition.





